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{Ror the Christian InteNigencer.} 
<>... gc, ETMR HO. set 
To a Young Universalist Preacher. 
_. My Dear Friend—Althotgh 1 have disclaimed 
the right to dictate what yous or any man shall 
reach, yét I may bé allowed to expréss the views 
that I entértain of thé gospel, and of the proper 
manner of disséminating its truths:. You will tell 
me, that You destgn to preacli nothing but the gos- 
1, ‘to ktidw nothing but Jésus Christ, and hin 
crucified.” This deteriiiriation is to be comménd- 


bd:. But it dots riot retider the inquiry; “ what | 
is the gospel ?” wnntcéssary: All preachérs pro- | 
fess to havé comé to thé samé determination 4s } 


yourself ; yet all have not thé same views of the 
initter, which should form théir discourses. , In- 
deed; there is scarcely any point; about which 
men aré less agreed, than concerning the matter, 
or doctrine, that ought to be delivered by the 
christian minister, This fact alone is sufficient 
to excite investigatiot ; but in addition to it, we 
should remember, that as the Jewish religion was 
anciently corrupted, and ‘‘ the commandments of 
men taught for doctrine ;” and as almost every 
absurdity has been prbached, and received as the 
gospel, affording evidence, that this pure system, 
may be blendéd with many impurities, we ought 
to be discriminating and cautious in our Ccommu- 
nications, aud well established in our own minds, 
asto the real character of the dispensation of 
which we profess to be messengers. 

The gospel is a vast and comprehensive systém. 
It embraces so many principles, facts, topics, pre- 
tepts, hopes and encouragements ; and while it 
exhibits the benevolent end which is ever kept in 
view, in all the acts of thé administration of the 
ilivine govérnment, describes so minutély the va- 
rious méans, instruménts and causés, which aré 
all necessary to the accomplishment of that end, 
that I scarcely feel ablé to commence thé exten- 
sive list, or attempt to reduce them to a proper 
tlassification. That I may not, however, utterly 
fail of thé object of this letter, I will endeavor to 


= 
gion depends gréatly on representing those attri- 
, butes In opposition to each other ; we find how 
| hecessary it is, to éxhibit them in pérfect unison, 
| Thé purpose, or design of Jehovah, iti giving be- ~ 
ing to man, is to receive a large sharé of our at- 
tention. | This purposé is to be représéntéd as 
_ Wise, gracious and benevolent, embracing the ul- 
| timate felicity of the wholé mtélligent creation ; 
and to this grand design, we must consider all the 
: penenee directed, and all the dispensations and 
dealings of God made sybsérvient. We shall of- 
| tén find it a useful and important exercise, to 


} 


{ 
j 


| treat on the character of the law, with its désign, 
‘s observances and ifs threatnirss; considering it 
| as a dispensation, which formed ond grade in mo- 
iral setence, to prenaré thé way for the “ moré 
excellent ministry” of Jesus Chris‘. To these aré 
ticles we may add ihe obligations aad duties which 
arise from the superfor character of thé gospel. 
if I rightiy understand the nature of the évarigeli- 
cal dispensation, it takes its subjécts intg a new, 
and moré éndéaring relation to God and Christ 3 
it réveals their heir-ship to thé inheritaricé in- 
corruptible, undefiled and urifading,” and there- 
fore demands more of them, in proportion as it 
gives more, thén can be seers of the subjects 
of the legal economy: By. virtue of this dispén¢ 
sation of grace end truth, christians are dénomi¢ 
nated ‘‘ the sons of God ;” and their adhérencd 
to the cause of truth, virtue and holiness, is con 
| sidered as a ‘ réagonable service,” resulting trom 
iheic extensive privileges, their elevated hopes, 
and their cheering prospects. And if, in any case, 
théy fall short of their duty; their condemnation 
and punishment must be denounced as more grie< 
vous and severe, than they would have been, i 
they “had néver known the way of rightéous- 
ness.” The punishmént of sin is always propor 
tioned fo the knowledge, that the subject. possess“ 
ésvof the laws and requisitions of the Supremeé 
Legislator, to the extent of the privileges whicls 
have been granted him, @nd to the charactér an 
number of the bléssi#gs, ef which he is the pdr- 
taker. 








present an arrangement of the distinguishing 
truths of christianity, the inportance of which | 
you will discover, without many remarks of| 
mine to set it forth. 

The moral character of God lies at the founda- 
lion of all religion, whether natural or revealed. 
To sét forth the divine character, in preaching, 
must, therefore, be, not only an important, but a 
primary part of a minister’s duty. The moral at- 


Perhaps you may. bé unatcustoméd to senti- 
_ménts like these. You may have imbibed thé 
‘idea, that the preaching .of the* gospel involves 
nothing relating to moral duty ; because; you may 
suppose, that moral duty arisés spontaneously 
from the knowledge of the truth, which is, of it- 
self, a sufficient incitement to every good work. 
You may, least of all, be disposed to believe, that 
the gospel embraces any threatenings, or denoutic- 








tributes of Deity will occupy much of a reach- 
er’s attention. Ais thie propagation of false reli- 
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es any punishments. ‘The gospel is all goo 
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news, and nothing else. We have nothing to || to read one of their books, yet I was row resoly- 
preach, but life, pardon and peace. Condemna- | cd, in my own heart, to follow the apostle’s direc- 
tion and death belong to the legal dispensation ; | tion ; “ prove all things, and hold fast that which 
and we are ministers of the new testament.” I is good.” Iwas sensible they could not POssess a 
anticipate your objections, and shall endeavor to | worse spirit than I had seen in a Calvinist, and 
ineet them with suitable replies, in future com- | was in hopes of seeing something more congenial 




















munications. Yours as ever, —— | with the spirit and temper of the gospel. 
Mgccsonce nan a cell [I turned my attention with increased earnest - 
sar ness and solicitude, to the scriptures of truth, 
LETTERS TO PHRENTS, IO. 3. | reading as I had opportunity, by the rising beams 





’ } . ° . 
Aged Father and Mother—I progress so slowly | of the morning, the effulgence of noon-day and 


m the proposed narrative of my experience, that | the lingering rays of the setting sun 3 and I must 
I am afraid your patience will be exhausted be- | confess that my wistful eyes met with such dec- 
fore I conclude. Relying however with much | larations, as I had never supposed were in the 
confidence on being indulged in proceeding in my | Bible. Many times was I compelled to pause and 
own way, I will ask your attention once more, to | meditate on the passage before me, wrapt in deep- 
protect received coe the £83 minister, of (est astonishment : astonished at the impartiality 
whichemention was made in my last. ,and extensiveness of the divine ises,—no 
After Mr. P. had “ beat” me a long while, with | less at my former blindness, in That toi - 
; . ns ’ | HESS ¢ 5 aness, aving 1 the 
the rod of clerical insult and severity, he turned |same chapters and pages, without discovering 
ae snes : #38 gore ae » “ope : - > 
to his fi lends, who were present, and began to - i them. On these unfailing declarations of mercy 
sign reasons for his conduct ; for he must have /and truth, I felt myself bound to rely ; and O, 
discovered by their very appearance, that altho’ | the unspeakable joy it has afforded me. My hope 
they stood in such reverence of him, they durst | is anchored in the veracity of Jehovah. If his 
6¢ day sates D9 sh ae > keene . i] . : . . é 
not past res rg angst yet we 7 re by os | me fails, my confidence will have been mis- 
meals P easea with the course he had pursued. |P aced and mv salvation be insecure B if ; 
aced ¢ salva s . ut if all 
But the Rey. gentleman went on to inform the} the promises of God are “ yea and amen in Christ 
spectators, that he should not have said so much, |! Jesus,” then am [ ona safe foundation—on the 
, ice , "O } ati - F r 17 ri - : h 
had he not disc OV ered indications of my be Ing in- rock of ages, which can newer be removed. 
clined to the damnable doctrine of Universalism.'|} When my faith had bétome established in the 
He said it was his opinion, and indeed he was very | doctrine of the final salvation of all men. I felt 
confident in it, that I had been reading some Uni- | myself at liberty to attend a Universalist meeting 
versalist eye and = - wee their plausible | But I went ‘* with fear and trembling,” on ac- 
as . ras re 4 “ESSE a‘ ft le d ‘ er a » a ar .- 
tert Wilts too that “ei “aim Ss ir | : ue " | count of the spec: h of people. I had heard muuch 
‘l y .: at i might discover, at once, |said of their disorderly and confused meetings. 
ue Por <a er cat of my heey er W - But on going, you cannot imagine my extreme 
‘ompliment or ceremony he then departec disappointment The ; . 1 :s 
; » | dise , » appearance of the assem- 
neither commending me to the grace of God, or | bly was r i i 
eri ’ ly was rather prepossessing ‘ rwise.— 
the attentions of my christian friends, nor vet so | Tl 1 , Pokies as Darcanacin 
ST iene eatin eit Mea a het #4 ‘f sheet ie people were looking earnestly towards the 
ra hha é te rset 1a Pa to say, con- | speaker, as though desirous he would introduce 
¥ Che y > « . =) . | wore a. . P . 
- g the charge of being inclined to Univer- |the services of the evening. They appeared to 
salism. seated oi ses . ; 
i + Bs. P , be | be serious, cheerful, and happy. There was no 
owever, after the minister was gone, | em- | whispering chit-chat, lightness, or indecorum dis- 
braced the first favorable moment to correct his | eoverable. Neither were there any wry faces, 
wrong suggestion, by assuring all who were pres- | artificial sighs y AZ , 
\ g artificial sighs, and forced groans. All was nat- 
ent, that I had, fr : infancy, entertained pre- || ur niiaillion ‘tik Ce 
judices seat wate ws ore ee as ening d Re | ural, orderly, unpretending and decorous. 
er Bs. ; . ery Ph ol a ‘gif sae ge ;| When the minister first arose, his appearance 
é lever read a page oO 1ieir Works, and Was | was ite interestine. ( ‘Se j -er Q , 
wholly ohlatormed as to their sentiments Af Ms jae quite aninteresting, (unless 1 were that he 
. losisine i ‘ ; ; . . x After | had more of the rogue than fool,) but he gave out 
gising in very gracious *s for the rash- | his hymn as the ff 
ab iain Y Pelee to hppa Hy : Tash his hy mn as though per fectly at home, and follow- 
priest ne sas friend ‘ a » ind Jancnetfis a a ed it by a prayer, which was original, fluent and 
st, my good friends spoke many comfortable | powerful. No p r scribe interest 
words to me, and expressed their sorrow that he | a el SG; Pee: pen describe the in = 
vac tah rans By pe! 6 Rn at he | which I took in these divine services. There was 
pravec V Ss > . y sro tow ° éi9 
ote Pp , . o us, Delore he cle parte, I nothing of that dullness and monotony, to whic 
‘al u, dear ate ts xr many other things of | I had been accustomed. The preacher addresse | 
inor importance, serve, this wor . 
I e, 1 would observe, this word | the throne of mercy, as though he was earnestly 
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“cTINIVE ‘ ‘ pe FP iv | : ; ‘ 
ee agg ore “ as indelibly impressed on || expressing the common gratitude of his audience, 
len bene li Gj toug iad never before had the | for the manifold blessings of providence and grace ; 

ast inclination to hear a Universalist preach, or || and he asked for a continuance of those favors, 
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vhich the God of Jesus was ever ready to bestow. 
But, respected parents, I have occupied too 
much room already, to allow me to give you the 
outlines of that Sermon, which I consider the 
first Gospel preaching that I ever heard in my life. 
‘With the permission of God, I will say something 
upon it, in my next ; continuing with undimin- 
ished esteem and affection, 


Your dutiful, though absent DAUGHTER. 





{The following article from the Gospel Advocate, publish-_ 
ed in Buffalo, ({N.Y.) is a reply to our correspondent “C, 


G.” on page 34,] 

Whether the author of the above intended to 
misrepresent our former observations on this sub- 
ject or not, we are quite unable to determine ; 
but of one thing we are certain ;—he has made 
an entire misapplication of what has been stated 
in the Advocate concerning the Utica Convention 
and the object. in view with those who composed 
that assembly. We have never attempted to 
impeach their integrity nor assail their motives. 


And far be it from us, to throw any thing in the’ 


Would to God, that. 
not only preachers, but hearers, might all unite. 


way of “improvement.” 


in those measures that will insure success to the || 


cause of pure and undefiled religion. 
ment is the very thing we want—the very thing 
for which we contend. Nor do we care how 
often “innovations” are made upon the customs 
of our ancestors, provided always, they are of 
the right kind. Our brother, therefore, who 
has aimed a blow at us, on this ground, has, for 
ought we can discover, ‘‘ beat the air.” 
what kind of *timprovements” and ‘‘innovations”’ 
are to be introduced into our order? Shall we 
answer that universalists must improve their con- 
dition by pursuing that course which has been 
weighed in the balance of public opinion and 
found wanting ? - Shall we innovate by doing as 
others before us have done? ‘C. G.”’ will con- 
fer a favor on the public by informing us, whether 
we are to remove the corruptions of christianity by fol- 
lowing the examples of those who have corrupted it ? 

The plan proposed by the ‘‘Utica Convention” 
and subsequently adopted by the ‘Universalist 
Convention,” was, to form a convention of minis- 
ters exclusively. Our objections to this plan were 
on the ground that this would be an unsafe and 
injudicious investment of power in the hands of 
the ministering brethren. We have seen nothing 
as yet, to convince us of the propriety of such 
measures, and we shall therefore continue to 
raise our feeble voice against the plan, till some- 
thing appears to alter an opinion, which has been 
deliberately formed, and freely declared. 

“© C. G.” seems to think that it is our duty to 
go on with the work of improvement ; and we 
say amen to its But Jet us not act like children. 


Tinprove- 


But) 


Let us fairly test the measures already adopted, 
and if they fail, let us try something else. Out 
present discipline, it will be conceded, is quite 
lmperfect ;—there is an apparent. want of order 
among us. But to what shall we attribute these 
evils? Shall they be considered as the effect of 
any deficiency in the plan of government, which 
| has been heretofore adopted and is now in use by 
jour order? We think not. But admitting we 
may be mistaken, and that our present plan of 
government is defective ; yet, we say, the time 
has not come when it can be considered justifia- 
| ble to throw it by and institute another ;—for the 
evils now in existence among us, are probably 
owing tothe present plan not having been carried 
into effect ; and it will, in our estimation, be 
injudicious to institute a new mode of -govern- 
ment until we have tried faithfully to live up to 
the requisitions of that now in use. As we are 
now situated there is a remedy provided for every 
disease. Our churches and societies are under 
the immediate control of the associations, which 
are composed of ordained ministers and brethren 
appointed by the societies. Each member of 
J either society is subject to the watch-care and 





| 
| 
| 


} 





| discipline of the brethren who best know his 
| virtues and his faults. ‘The ministering brethren 
|| are amenable to the association, which is consti- 
| tuted of such as are in all cases acquainted with 
facts which might not be known by a convention 
| of ministers. Now, if this plan could be carried 
into effect, it could hardly fail of securing, to the 
| cause of truth, the desired prosperity. But it has 
not been properly tested ; and hence arise the evils 
so loudly condemned. The plan is good, and at 
present requires neither ‘improvements’) nor 
‘innovations.’ Let the present mode of govern- 
iment be unanimously adopied and enforeed, and 
'we shall hear no more about the necéssity of a 
convention of ministers! Our form of goveri - 
ment is truly republican, and therefore proper, 
and safe. 

“CO. G.”’ is not disposed to imitate the anti- 
christian practices of partial, proud, and pom. 
pous priests ; but is free to acknowledge, that he 
has no ambition to be distinguished from the rest 
of the world, by assuming a style and deportment 
equally unnatural and unnecessary, under the 
vain pretence that the religion of Christ requires 
it. Well, we have no desire whatever, to imi- 
tate the anti-christian practices of: sproud and 
pompous priests, and THEREFORE we are opposed 
to taking the chief seats in the synagogue with 
our ministering brethren ; but we aré. not free to 
‘acknowledge that ‘‘we have fio ambition to be 
| distinguished from the rest of the world,”.in a proper 
| senise of the words, We desire ever tobe distin- 
‘guished from these who assume the ‘prerogative 
‘to: govern the kingdom of our divine Lord hy 
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ecclesiastical courts and inquisitorial tribunals, { by their dabors. We cenclude, thetefore, that 
composed of Reverends only. _ Our ambition is to | “C. G,” is mistaken as to the quality of our re- 
be distinguished by an open and manly opposition to | marks and the feelings of that heart which dic- 
such measures. We have done so from a ful] con- | tated them. 

vietion that duty demands it at our hands, and] As to the necessity of a more learned and 








we shall continue to oppose any measures of the 
kind proposed by the convocation and conven- 
tion until! we find some more cogent reasons to 
alter our course than have been urged by ‘‘C.G.” 


‘respectable ministry, we have no doubt ; but we 
‘do not believe that the proposed plan would se- 
cure the object in view, any sooner than that 
|now in operation, A convention, it is true, might 


anj the other friends of the plan. We are wil- | proscribe some for not being ‘‘learned” ‘and able 
jing, in a proper sense, to become all things to to compare with the clerical bodies of other de- 
all men” if occasion requires it, so that we may) nominations,” or it might procure some who are 
thereby lead our fellow men from darkness and || more “learned” than those who now labor in our 
error into the light andtruth of the gospel. We) vineyard; but if necessary, our associations can 
will cordially unite our efforts to those of our in- || transact the same business. For our own part, 
defatigable brethren in the ministry to bring men ! we confess that we should lose by a comparison 
from darkness and error into the light and liberty | with the clericals of other denominations, in 
of the blessed gospel ; and the frst thing we||some points; but shail] not be disheartened by 
shall do will be to abandon the wisdora of this |; their reviling, nor dismayed by a knowledge of 
world, and to put on the ermour of God, that we|/the disparity. Our business is, to discharge a 
may destroy, root and branch, that kydra headed | good censcience towards God while we are favor- 
monster, priest-craft, and liberate from their con- | ed with a share in the confidence of our brethren, 
finement, those, who worship his image. Chiris- and be ready at all times to give an account of 
tianity and the spirit of the times, require that | our stewardship to Him, for the advancement of 
priestly arrogance should he put down, and that | whose kingdom we design to labor and suffer re- 





proposed followers of ovr Divine Master should 

ursne the measures adopted by him and his 
primitive followers. Religion, we conceive, is a 
simple thing ;—it requires no conformity to the 
errors and follies of the wor:d—no compliance 
with the mal practices of arrogant pretenders— 
no servile obsequviousness to the fashions of those 
whose practices we condemn ard deplore. We 
are not, if we rightfully judge, any more puritan- 
ical than others ; we are willing to be, to do, and 
to suffer, ai.y thing that can conduce to the im- 
provement of our cause, er the advancement of 
pure religien among our fellow beings. But 
public opinion demands that Universalists should 


‘touch not, tavie not, handle not,” the prevailing | 


follies of the aye, unless it be to destroy them. 
We arp accnsed by “C. G.” of severity and 
warmth. If our for) .2r remarks were severe we 
humbly as’ the hoon of charity. We intended 
nothing like it. The article was written in 
haste and wit!. the freedom of thought. Were 
we (disposed to be severe, those beloved brethren 
who composed ihe Utica Convention are the last 
beings on earth that should be unkindly treated. 
We have looked to them for examples, we have 
admired their characters, we consider them wor- 
thy of our most respectful regard. Having been 
disgusted with the deformity of error and the 
practice of its votaries, we have long listened to 


|proach. And when the exigencies of the times 
shall require more devotedness, more zeal or more 
| learning than we possess, we shall, with cheerful- 
| ness, make room for our betters, and retire from 
ithe field ‘‘with joy and net with grief.” We will 
till then, remain a friend to improvements and 
|| ‘‘innovations” of the proper kind till the salva: 
tion of a world is witnessed by all people. 
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| To the Builors of the “ Telescope & Miscellany”"—~ 

It is with sentiments of unspeakable regret that the sub- 
j ecribor addresses you, on a subject which was first agitated 
| by a writer in your paper, of Sept, 2, over the signature, “A 
| Believer in Divine Revelation.” We consider it no “ ego 
' tis” to say, that,as the independent, though feeble can- 
ductor of “a periodical,” (to use your own tertn,) it has 
been our studious endeavor to maintain a good ynderstand- 
ing with the editors of other publications, professedly devo- 
| ted to the same general cause. Though some things have 
| been discovered in all of them, which, in our humble opin- 
‘ion, would have admitted of strictures and correction, 
(and many such things have appeared in ours,) yet we have 
| not indulged in remarks which would naturally tend to 
lessen their influence. If any exceptions have been taken, 





the teaching of those venerable fathers and 
worthy brethren, with unspeakable gratitude ; | 
and have fled from the smoke of Babylon the | 
great to the repose of truth, and the retreat of 
liberty, which, under God has been secured to us 








they were of the humorous kind, and intended for mome™ 
tary amusement, rather than otherwise. 

But the serious character which the subject of thi 
munication, has assumed, renders it necessary that it shoul 
be treated in a serious and determined manner. We find 


s com- 
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49 our surprise, that. the attention which we bestowed on 
*% A Believer’s” communication, in a satirical reply to him, 
has been unhappily misunderstood by somebody, and is like- 
jy to be attended with unpleasant consequences. 

But we are disposed to meet the subject in the light of 
day. We ask for no skirmishing in the dark. Let us see 
our real antagonist in the open field, and we engage to act 
our part manfully. We will defend ourself with the “ wea- 


pons which are not carnal”—truth and fair-dealing—or, if 


a just cause should fail of success, we weuld fail honorably 
jn the combat, But who would be willing to suffer assas- 
sination, in point of character, by a disguised ruffian, or be 
exposed to the arrows of an indian-opponent, lying in am- 
bush? And now, sirs, to wrest the “jeweF’ from the maw 
of one, who “tramples it underfoot, and turns again and 
rends” us, we say to you, “ act well your part, there all the 
honor lies.” 

The contest, as it is now carried on,is wholly unequal. 
The name of the person engaged, on one side, is made pub- 
lic ; but the names on the other side, are unknown, We 
say, then, be ingenuous, and give us your proper signatures. 
Let us know, who those men are, who are so tenacious of 
the distinguishing characteristics of “ Gentlemen.” Yes, 
since you have dragged us into your columns, under cir- 
cumstances which are obviously unequal, come out boldly, 


like men of principle and conscious integrity, and we will || 


convince a candid public, if we do not convince you, that 

our conduct has been ingenuous and benevolent, however 

we may have been defamed, by—no body knows, whom ! 
We assure you, (if, indeed, * the Telescope is edited by 


final . / | 
an Association of Gentlemen,”) that you have misunder- 


stood or misrepresented our intentions, and feelings, and 
conduet, from the beginning of this affair. Yes, if you will 
give the names or name, by which your side of the contest 
is managed, we engage to prove,as plainly and fairly, as 
any thing can be proved, by credible witnesses and demon- 
strative reasoning, that some of the statements and insinu- 
ations which have been published against us under your 
sanction, are wholly unfounded and untrue. 

Now, you may again accuse us of “ writing under the in- 
fluence of extreme passion ;” and your accusation, however 
ill-intended, will be true, in point of fact, provided it be un- 
derstood by the reader, to mean the same kind of passion, 
by which our Master was influenced, when he defended 
his character against the aspersions, of better men, we fear, 
than he who abused us, in the last number of the “ Tele- 
scope.” You may call us a “ vain egotist,” who is unwor- 
thy “ of the confidence and respect which he so boldly ar- 
rogates ;” and we will not complain, if you make known, 
at the same time, that we claim no confidence or respect, 
further than we clear our garments of intentional error and 
prove our statements by evidence and proof, full of demon- 
stration and strong as holy writ. 

When you find the editor of the “ Intelligencer” attack- 
ing his brethren in the ministry by name, in a peyiodical 





—» 


work, and abusing them in the style of the last “ Trxe- 
score,” and yet, hiding himself under the covert of a 
fictitious signature, then, may you insinuate, what must be 
obvious to all, viz. that if we laid any claims to “ cenfidence 
and respect,” it would be “imprudence and folly,” arro- 
gance and egotism. 

When we replied to your correspondent, we indulged in 
humorous satire, to an extent, perhaps, which was not to 
have been expected, from a writer of our renowned gravity! ! 
But please to excuse our egotism, when, in justification of 
our conduct, we refer you to 1 Kings, 18, 27, and Matt: 
23, 24 ; in which your serrers indulged in strains of in- 
imitable irony or satire. ‘To use the language of scripture, 
we thought “the innocent might laugh them to scorn,” who 
were “ meddling with other men’s matters.” (More ego- 
tism !) 

Yes, Sirs, you have misunderstood our meaning, in about 
every particular you have noticed. We did not somuch as 














| say, or mean to imply, that the “ Telescope” was not edited 
| by “Gentlemen.” No; our langnage was, that your no- 
| tice of our communication did not “bring any conviction to 
‘our mind,” that such was the fact; implying, most obvi- 
ously, that if your paper continued in the course it had then 
i|taken, we should be constrained to reverse our former 
opinion, from a conviction that “Gentlemen” would not 
| conduct in such a partial and unfair manner. Now, if such 
reserved language is to be construed as incompatible with 
the profession of a follower of Jesus, then, indeed, are we 
un-discipled ; for, of that unpardonable offence we are 
verily guilty. 
| We assure you solemnly, that it was not our intention to 
“quibble,” in any shape, in noticing your “first reason,” for 
‘not publishing our reply. Nor were you accused, harshly. 
We said, you “appeared to maintain” that error was more 
interesting to your readers, than the truth. And what 











have you done, since we wrote, to prove that a judgment, 
according to appearance, in this instance, would not be 
righteous judgment ? Editorial Sirs; have you so much 
as intimated to your readers, that, in our reply, we assured 
your correspondent, that he was in an error, as to the sen- 
timents of ‘*Theophilanthropist”? Nay, have you not 
studiously kept this truth, from the eyes of the public ? 

It appears to us that you have proved by your late con- 
duct, that our boyish story of the Quaker and his dog, 
was appropos. For you have entirely misrepresented our 











| 


/answer to “A Believer,” &c. and falsely accused us of 
| being “mad”; and then, instead of publishing our article 
‘in the Intelligencer, which was written iii that harmless 
‘strain of pleasantry, which, we should have supposed, 
none but lunatics and bedlamites could misapprehend, you 
‘have garbled, perverted, and misquoted it, in the most 
|unwarrantable manner, and still kept up the hue and cry, 
mad dog! mad dog! Ah, we remember another boyish 
story, concerning the poor Tray of the Fable, that got 








unmercifully “bruised,” for being found in bad company ! 
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You have also overlooked our cautious form of express- 
jon, in relation to “the Editors” of the “Telescope and 
Miscellany.”. Our words were; mot that they positively 
were nominal; but that we suspected that was the case; 
and that the paper was conducted mainly, by an inexperi- 
enced, beardless youth. Had we no grounds for such a 
suspicion? Could we believe that an association of gen- 
tlemen, of age and experience, as highly reputed for intel- 
ligence and cultivation, as our friends at Providence, 
would treat a stranger of the same common faith, with 
insolence and manifest contempt? No; nor do we yet 
believe that three members of Br. Pickering’s Society can 


be found, who would associate together, and give their) 
joint recommendation to the course which was pursued, in || 


the above instance. Would they commend our being dic- 
tatorially called to an account, before the readers of another 
“Periodica),” for not having made war upon a correspon- 
dent in our paper before he had completed his argument ; 
and before the editor, or the public, could know what were 
his precise views 2? Presuming that, if » number of intelli- 
gent gentlemen had consulted each other on the subject, 
some of them would have discovered the impropriety of 
publishing “A Believer’s Letter” in the T'lescope, and, ot 
insulting us, because we answered it, ironically, after it 


‘itis; for you say, we “very modestly intimated that you 
had better mind your own business,” Yes, verily we did; 
and we discover no other indecency in it, than, that jj 
would be imposing a task, to which you have been so little 
accustomed, for sometime past, that a compliance would 
be manifestly impossible, 

One word, and we have done. Friends, or enemies, or 
whoever you may be, that we address: Be assured, we 
have no wish to prolong this contention ; but we consider 
ourself abused and insulted and misrepresented in every 
_ paragraph of your observations, Yes, you have added the 
| meanness of insult to your late article. You vpeak of us, 
contemptuously, because we are so unfortunate as to be 
“poor”! “We are truly surprised,” say you, “ how our 
poor brother manages to support such dignity!” Well, 
'you shall be candidly informed concerning that, to which, 
| peradventure, you are total strangers. We support” all 
the “dignity” which we claim, by a rigid, practical adhe- 
| rence to the trite maxim, “Great 1s tae TRUTH ayn 
Tue Epiror, 


\1T SHALL PREVAIL.” 


A SHORT STORY. 
READERS; since your patience has been severely taxed 
| with the prolixity of the preceding article, which wonld 
‘not have appeared but to defend ourself against unprovok- 





was published, we “extenuated” the imprudence which | 
had been committed, by the “excuse” or apology for the 
paper, that it was conducted by a youthful, inexperienced 
person, Yes, and this is the “head and front of our of- | 
fending.” For this charitable apology, we are to be “dubb’d 
with D.D. or LL.D.” Well, Sirs, you exhibit more | 
judgment in awarding these titles of distinction, than in 
any other part of your remarks! For, what is more worthy | 
of honorable consideration, than a disposition to be charita- | 
ble? (Egotism! Egotism! !) | 


Here we might close our address; but having put on | 
“the Specs,” and again carefully examined your remarks, | 
that not a particle might be left unnoticed which bore the | 
image of common sense, ingenuity, or wit, we have gleaned | 


a few things, that had escaped our inspection. Your 
mammoth question, which never would have entered the | 
heads of any but a family of Newtons, presents itself, viz. | 
“And pray,” (what humility) “if the Editors of the Tel. & | 
Mis. are not gentlemen, what are they?” What are they ? | 
Why, we have once given our suspicions on this amazing, | 
mysterious subject. Yes, wr, our egotizing—dignified- | 
vain-bombastic-disgraceful-arrogant-intemperate-passionate 
SELF, have dared to suspect that, “the editors” IS, (take 
care for grammar,) an “inexperienced,” youthful Editor. 
And we shall be confirmed iu that opinion, unless we have 
some more convincing evidence to the contrary, than has 
yet been presented. 

But we must now offer an humble confession, for our 
want of “decency! decency! !” Alas! wherein were we 
indecent? Now, we give you the credit, brethren, (such 


_ed and undeserved abuse, we propose cheering your spirits 
by relating a short story, which we barely recollect to 
have seen, while a beardless youth. The story is a part of 
what was represented as a Conference or Association of 
Demons. Afier their sable mojesties had convened, ani! 
several of them given in their relations, in which they 
complained of having been unsuccessful, his highness, the 
devil of discord, or Discordance, stood forth, and gave an 
interesting account of his successes and triumphs, He 
boasted of having involved societies, churches, states ani 
| kingdoms in perpetual wars, broils and discord ; when 
| one of his astonished companions made bold to ask him, 
| by what means he had sueceeded. Taking a small Tete- 
score or magnifying glass from his wallet, Diseordance 
said to his friend, * Look yonder! what do you behold” 
A small bush,--was the answer. Then, holding the Tele- 





|| scope before his eye, “ Look at that object again,” said 


Discordance. “ Well, what do you now see ?”--Why, the 
largest of trees; the top of which appears like a_wilder- 
ness; and around its crooked, knotty, and uncounted 
branches, shoot forth innumerable thorns, like dragon's 


| teeth. 


Removing his glass, Diseordance exclaimed, “ Now, look 
in yonder direction. What do you there. behold ?”—? 
large mountain, was the reply.—The Telescope was t- 
verted, and again placed to his eye, and he was asked, what 
he then saw ?—To which he answered,—Vothing bul 4 
small mole-hill. 

Mr. Discordance proceeded, forthwith, to explain him- 
self, something in this manner.-—“ ] succeeded in my mis- 
sion, by means of my ‘TeLescore. When I wished to excite 
discord and wrangling among the members of a society, 
community, &c. I set the people at work, in Iepking 
each other’s fuults. 1 first told them to examine thei 
neighbors’ sins, and holding my glass before them, as I di 
when you looked at yonder bush and it was magnified to 4 
tree of uncommon dimensions, they appeared infinitely 
greater, than they really were. IT then asked them to search 
for their own faults; and by inverting my Tevescort 
they were diminished, in the same proportion, a¢ Was the 








are we, when both speak the truth) of telling one thing as 


lofty mountaiu, which appeared to be no more than @ jittlo 
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nole-hill, In this manner I.made them ancharitable and 
censorious, and set them all by the ears, at once.” 





AND THERE WAS WAR IN HEAVEN, 
An apology is due to our generous patrons, for having 


Reader,--let us be cautious how we receive the Tele- || occupied so much room in our. colamus, upon’ a subject, 


scope, lest it produce discord among Brethren, who would 
otherwise remain in perfect friendship, 





“THE REV. E. S. ELY.” 

Our readers have not probably, wholly forgotten the 
singular article which we published, on the 37th page of 
this volume, entitled, “GiuL meAsurEs or Heaven,” 
embracing an extract from a Discourse by Rev. Mr. Ely, 
of Philadelphia. 
gar attempted to shame his orthodox friends out of their 
parsimony, and induce a liberal contribution to missionary 
purposes. He even went so far as to threaten the Elect 
with a “lower seat in heaven,” if they did not loosen their 
purse-strings, and shake out their dollars bountifully in aid 
of such a soul-saving, hell-preventing, and heaven-securing 
scheme. Finally,the zealous preacher told his hearers 
and readers, in so inany words, that, if they persisted in 
small contributions, and yet, were saved, they would be 
“the Gill measures of heaven” ! 

As we handled the Rev. author’s words and beggary, 
with our accustomed frankness, some of our readers might 
perhaps, suspect us of unreasonable severity. They might 


presume him to be one of those excessively liberal clergy- | 


men, @ considerable part of whose enormous salaries are 
said to be expended in charitable donations ; which being 


taken for granted, (and clerical generosity is generally || 


very much overrated) our remarks may have appeared 
censureable. ‘I'o remove all such suspicions, therefore, if 
any such exist, and to show our readers, in what light he 
would appear, if examined and judged by his own crite- 
rion, we offer the following explanation, which is taken 
from the Phila. “ Reformer ;” into the columns of which 
our article was introduced. The extract is a Note, by the 
Editor of the Reformer, who also resides in Philadelphia. 


“Tt may not be out of place here to state that the “Rev. 
E. 8. Ely” has now become quite a “wealthy man” him- 
self. In addition to a good salary (12 or 1400 dollars) he 
acquired by marriage in this City, vot less, it is said, than 
100,000 dollars. 
sides, and which was purchased, a few years since, cannot 
be valued at present short of 20 or 25,000 dollars. Iu 
passing his residence the other day, we saw engraved on a 
brass plate on a gate in front of his house, the words 
* Rev. E. S. Ely.” ‘This may make it very convenient for 
him to be found, but as there is no other E. 8. Ely in this 
cily, we think the “Rev.” might have been spared.” 


The fact to which we ask the attention of our readers’ 
1s, that the same man, who condemns others, without 
ceremony, for retaining their wealth while the heathen, 


as he contends, are perishing everlastingly for lack of 


vision, is now living in little short of princely style and 
splendor, whereas he might, by following the commands 
and examples of Jesus, confer thousands annually, for the 
salvation of the perishing heathen! How is it possible, 
for any candid mind, to consider him a real Christian, ac- 
cording to his own doctrine? If he {or others like him) 
is a disciple of Jesus, who is not? Let an intelligent 
community open one eye, and they will discover the decep- 
ton, The truth is obvious, viz. that a more avaricious 
and parsimonious order of men, exist not on earth, than 
orthodox, money-begging clergymen. 


The Franxiin Association of Universalists will meet 


|| which 


It will be recollected that the Rev. beg- | 


The lot and building where he now re- |; 





at Whitingham, Vt. on the third Wednesday & Thursday 
in October next, agreeable to adjournment,--Rel. Inq. 


, at first view, appears to be an individual concern 
between us and the editor of another paper. Noone, we 
| ure confident, can more sincerely lament the necessity of 

|| appealing to this mode of defence, than the writer himself. 

1 Nothing short of a flagrant attempt, on’ the part of our 

| editorial opponent, to traduce us in his columns, and then 

, burn us in efligy before the eyes of his readers, that they 

| might place no confidence in our veracity and attachment 

) to the cause of truth, would have induced ns to contend 

thus warmly and earnestly. 

It is supposed by some that Br. Davip Picxentye is the 
real editor of the “Telescope and Miscellany ;” and we 
take this method of correcting that mistake, as Br. Picker- 
ing declared his relinquishment of the editorial concern 
|| of that work, long since. If we are not mistaken the 
|| paper bas now assumed a very different character, frou 
|| What it sustained when conducted by Br. P. No; we are 
| totally unable to conceive who the editor is, that manages 
'in the manner we have described. But we declare, with 
‘'as pure feelings, as we would write an epitaph for the 

grave-stone of the best friend on earth, that we entertain 

no hardness against our offending brother, whoever he 
|may be; and when his hostilities cease, and’ he opens his 

columns to our defence, we sball return “the sword of the 
|| spirit,” to its scabbard, till another wanton attack may call 
| it forth; and hail him as a rrteNnD and not a foe. 


| 
i 


} 
i} 


MinisvrertaL Leaisnatrors. Though we have never 
'| been very partial to sending “Ministers” to the Legislature, 
|| yet we are so selfish as to be pleased with the election of 
|| Br. S. Cobb, from Waterville. We anticipate the pleasure 
‘| of his Society, fora few months and the assistance of his 
labors in the services of the sanctuary. 

Br. Jacorn Frieze has accepted am invitation to settle in 
|| Wilmington, N.C. and proposes publishing a semi-month- 
'|ly paper, to be called “ The Liberalist.” May his ministry 
! and editorial labors be abundaatly blessed. 


a 


|| The Editor and Publisher of the “ Maine Baptist Herald,” 
are respectfully informed, that they labor under a totat 
| mistake, in supposing that Universalists approve of the 
| doctrines recently advanced by Mr. Robert Owen, of New 
| Harmony. Siuee his views were published and known, 
‘they bave been universally reprobated by out denomina- 
tion. We hope, therefore, that the Herald will take the 
|| earliest opportunity to correct a misrepresentation, recent’ 
ly published in its columns. 





| "We would again remind our Patrons that the “ In- 
| telugencer” will be published weekly until the first of Jan- 
uary next. 











MARRIZS, 
In Greenfield, (Mass.) by the Rev. W, C. Fowler, Rey. Charles 
Jeakings of this town, to Miss Amelia S. daughter of Hon, Johathay 
Leavitt of the former place, 











DIED, 

In ths town, Ellen Augusta, youngest child of Dr. Joseph Eatoy,of 
the U. S. Army, aged 17 months.—Mr. Samuel Woodbury, aged 91. — 
Miss Susan Noble, aged 30, 

In Buckfield, on Sunday the 10th inst. Miss Delphini K. Parris, 
laughter of Capt. Josiah Parris, aged 24 years, aftera painful sickness 
of 4 weeks, which she endured with great fortitude. Miss P. has left 
| mouiners in all her acquaintance who will long remember her amiable 











qualities, her pleasing manners, and av example iu all respects worthy 
lta be imitated. The bright and firy prospects of life were just open- 
ling to her—filled with smiling jovs and repining bopes;.bntceath has 


cut them short, and they are washed away in the tears of her friends. 
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TO AN INFANT. 
BY MRS. HEMANS, 


Thou wak’st from happy sleep to play 
With bounding heart my boy! 
Before thee lies a long bright day 
Of summer and of joy. 


Thou hast no heavy thought or dreant 
To cloud thy fearless eye :— 

Long be it thus ; life’s early stream 
Should still reflect the sky. 


Yet ere the cares of earth lie df 
On thy young —- wings— 
Now in the mofn forget not Hirth 
From whoti each pure thought springs. 


So in thy ofiward vale Of tears, 
Whert’er thy path nray be 

When strength has bowed to evil years 
He will femembef thee. 


EE 








[For the Christiati Intelligencer.] 
MAN’S PUNISHMENT & FUTURE STATE. 
NO. f. 


‘f Since Adam fell, no mortal, uninspir’d, 

Has eyer yet conceived, oc ever shall, 
How kind is God, how great (if good) is man. 
No mail too largely from heaven's love can hope, 
If What ts Kop’d he labors to secure.” 

The idea of God’s consigning to unmerciful and 
éternal torments in a future world, one portion of 
the human family for their misconduct in this 
world, is the most superstitious, ridiculous and 
obnoxious to reason, of all the absurd and libel- 
lous devices ever attributed to Deity by presump- 
tuous man,—if we do but except its counterpart, 
by which a small remnant is admitted into heav- 
en,—I mean, the doctrine of election. The latter is 
the twin sister of the former, and both are the off- 
springs of the same mysterious conception, and 
of the same mysterious birth. It is impossible for 
either to exist without the other. The doctrine 
of eternal misery would never have been tolera- 
ted for a moment, unless the doctrine of election, 
or a substitute of similar composition had simulta- 
neously held out to the advocates of the former, a 
cheering prospect ef escape for themselves. No 
man countenances it witha view te make the 
world believe that he himself is to experience it ; 
but he does it solely from motives of self-aggran- 
dizement, until at length it becomes a habit, or 
trait in his religion, which he cannot easily get 
over, and which he continues to observe, rather 
because it is familiar to him,than froma realising 
sense of its propriety. It is the same with him 


as the practice of profane swearing, or the use of 
oaths is with the person once addicted to it. 

But the idea of elernal torments represents some- 
thing evidently incapable of producing any good 


either to God, or man, so far as human. intellect 
‘can penetrate, and therefore, seems altogether jn. 
compatible with the wisdom of Deity, and’ quite 
unlike all his other dévices revealed in the works 
of creation. . Thé design of punishmént is to éffect 
a reform in thé subject of it. This. design alone 
distinguishes punishment from cruelty. . Inasmuch 
as eternal torments rust obviously defeat . the de. 
signs of punishment, and the possibility of reform, 
| they cannot be considered as punishment; or. any 
thing short of eternal cruelty: And must this be 
held out as oné of thé charactéristics of, thé om 
| nipotent, amniscient, inymutable Creator of all 
things ? The idéa is so imprégnated with all the 
| passions which give ugliness and terror to those 
| Imaginary béings called devils,—so fraught and 
interwoven with vengeance, injusticé and déspo- 
'tism agony, that it cannot be contemplated for 
{a moment with any degree of gravity; or sober- 
‘ness, éxcept by a mind abstracted from’ évery 
|thing humane, generous and pleasing, taught by 
inature, or revealed by God im his providence. It 
is the relic of a once extensive fabric of that am- 
bition, which builds itself upon the debdsement of 
mankind, and at the expense of the noblest facul- 
sies and dearest privileges of human nature ; and 
one which owes its preservation to, and can now 
find preene only in the ignordnce which its 
awful dspect is calculated to encourage among the 
timid and credulous, by exciting fears and care- 
fully removing at the same time their only effec- 
tual antidote,—free inquiry. Yes, it isa ‘ pious 
fraud” indeed, originating in the abuse of that 
confidence which professions of godliriess and ec- 
clesiastical majesty have been wont to exact of all 
men in all ages, and one which has been continu- 
ed, for the most part, until the present time, from 
precisely the same motives which induce the con- 
tinuation and practice of all other species of de- 
ception in the world. Let history, facts and com- 
mon sense testify to the truths advanced, by and 
by. THEOPHILANTHROPIST. 
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FOR SALE, 
AT THE ARGUS OFFICE, AND BY THE EDITOR, | 
BALFOUR’S SECOND INQUIRY. 
1-7 Persons who have subscribed for the 2nd Inquiry are requested to call tot 
them at the Editor’s house. 
ALSO— ; 
A SERMON by Rev. Wm. A. Drew, on the 
death of Col. J. WHEELER, President of the Senate. 
SERMON by Rev. H. Battou, 2d, at thé In- 
stallation of Rev. Mr. Farnsworth. 
—— 
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THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER 
Is published every other Saturday, at One Doxrar Pe 
annum, in advance. Persons who forward to the Editer 
|| five dollars, for new subscribers, shall be entitled t6 oF? 
Volume gratis. 


RUSSELL STREETER, Editor and Proprietor. 






























